
Dear Friends,
The busy and productive 

spring legislative session 
concluded in June with the 
signing of the 2011-12 state 
budget by Gov. Tom Corbett.  I 
voted in support of the budget, 
which reduces spending and 
holds the line on taxes.  The on-
time budget was certainly the 
legislative highlight, but there 
were other accomplishments 
worth noting.

The House of Representatives 
passed nearly 150 bills, and so 
far 89 of those measures have 
been signed into law.  They 
include welfare and property 
tax reform, an expansion of the 
Castle Doctrine, the Fair Share 
Act and greater government 
transparency.  

The House returned to session 
on September 26.  Once again, 
we will be making important 
decisions that impact the lives 
of Pennsylvania families and the 
wallets of the state’s taxpayers.

I look forward to hearing from 
you on issues of concern in the 
104th District.  Please contact 
me, or a member of my district 
staff, for assistance regarding 
any state government-related 
matter.

Sincerely, 

Rep. Sue Helm
State Representative
104th Legislative District

Veterans Breakfast Scheduled 
for November

I am planning to hold a breakfast to honor all war veterans in the 104th 

Legislative District in November and would like to extend an invitation to 
you.  The Veterans Breakfast will take place on Friday, Nov. 4, at 9 a.m. at 
Camp Hebron, 957 Camp Hebron Drive, Halifax.  Each veteran will receive 
a special commemorative pin.

The breakfast will be complimentary to those veterans in attendance and 
is limited to only those veterans who live in the 104th Legislative District.  
Accommodations are allowed if the veteran is disabled and brought to the 
breakfast by a guest.  Please fill out and return the attached form to make 
a reservation.  The registration deadline is Oct. 24.  Please phone 
(717) 362-1119 (Elizabethville) or (717) 651-0100 (Susquehanna Twp.) if 
you have questions about the event.

I think our local veterans will find this special breakfast to be a memorable 
experience.  I am pleased and honored to be able to recognize each of 
them for their service.  I look forward to seeing you on Nov 4.

Name of Veteran:__________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City:_________________State:_________ Zip:__________
Home Phone:_____________________________________
E-mail:__________________________________________
Rank:___________________________________________
Branch of Service:__________________________________
Years of Service:___________________________________

Name of person submitting info:_______________________
(if you are submitting for a friend or family member)

Please fill out the form above, cut and mail to: Office of Rep. Sue Helm    
Attn: Adam Krushinskie, 2090 Linglestown Road, Harrisburg, PA 17110 

or register electronically at SueHelm.net

Want to Receive Information 
Electronically?

I would like to remind you about a service I provide for 
receiving state-related information from me by email.  Simply go 
to my website, SueHelm.net and enter your email address and 
zip code in the spaces provided in the upper right-hand corner of 
the page.  Your name will then be added to my email list.
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Pennsylvania’s Budget:  A Plan for Today and the Future
On June 30, Gov. Tom Corbett signed a new budget for the 2011-12 fiscal year.  I think it’s important for me 

to provide some facts about this spending plan and to dispel some of the myths surrounding it.  Following is a 
breakdown of what was included or eliminated from this budget and how it will impact our daily lives.

Spending:  We held overall General Fund spending to 
$27.15 billion in this budget, which represents a $1 billion 
reduction from last year.  We believe spending grew at 
an unsustainable rate under the previous administration, 
so the 2011-12 budget is our attempt to right-size state 
government.

Taxes:  The new budget will not rely on any new or 
increased state taxes.  Raising taxes was never an option 
during this process because taxes stifle job creation, which 
we desperately need to foster economic recovery. 

Loss of Stimulus Funds:  During the height of the 
economic downturn, the federal government gave billions 
of dollars in aid to states.  Many legislators wanted this 
money to be used only for one-time expenditures or for 
infrastructure improvements.  Former Gov. Ed Rendell did 
allocate some of the funding in this manner, but he also 
poured billions of dollars into public education.

Education:  We were successful in increasing the 
governor’s request for basic education funding to $9.34 
billion; however, Pennsylvania did not have the resources to 
compensate for the loss of $1.1 billion in federal aid.  During 
the last budget cycle, lawmakers cautioned school districts 
not to become reliant on federal money and urged them 
to allocate this extra funding to one-time expenditures.  In 
addition to restoring some public education money, we also 
were able to increase funding for higher education above 
the governor’s initial proposal.  

Property Taxes:  In an effort to protect property tax 
payers, Special Session Act 1 of 2006 was amended as part 
of the budget agreement.  The new provision will limit the 
number of exceptions by which school districts can increase 
property taxes above the rate of inflation without seeking 
voter approval.  The number of those exceptions has been 
reduced from 10 to three.  This is just the first step in 
our effort to overhaul Pennsylvania’s public school funding 
system.

Welfare:  One of the bright spots in this budget was 
the effort to finally get a handle on out-of-control welfare 
spending.  We were able to reduce the governor’s welfare 
request by $400 million, sending a portion of this money 
instead to education programs.  

So-Called Surplus:  For the first time in several years, 
the Commonwealth’s revenue collections actually exceeded 
expectations.  This left us with a $785 million balance for 
2010-11 fiscal year.  Some lawmakers called this balance 
a surplus and wanted to spend this extra revenue.  
Unfortunately, Pennsylvania has more than $50 billion in 
unfunded liabilities with which to contend.  These include $4 
billion owed to the federal government for unemployment 
compensation assistance, almost $30 billion needed to 
appropriately fund public pensions, and nearly $13 billion 
in long-term debt.  That’s why our decision to keep the so-
called surplus in reserve was the prudent thing to do.  

Looking Ahead:  Our goals with this budget were to 
map out a spending plan for this year and to look ahead to Pennsylvania’s future.  This budget is about 
sustainability now and for years to come.  Fiscal responsibility is the new motto.  With the new fiscal year 
under way, we are now examining ways to further streamline state government and to continue to enhance 
our appeal to employers.  This budget lays the groundwork for a return to prosperity and I am proud to have 
been a part of it.

PreK-12 Education
$9.34 billion

34%
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$ 1.65 billion

6%
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General Fund Spending: $27.15 Billion
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Funding Pennsylvania’s Transportation Needs
Finding enough money to pay for the maintenance and repair of Pennsylvania’s roads and bridges is going 

to be one of the top items on this fall’s legislative agenda.  The Transportation Funding Advisory Commission 
has come up with a plan and presented it to Gov. Corbett in August.  

The commission was told to find a way to generate an additional $2.5 billion in revenue annually to meet  
the needs of the Commonwealth’s transportation infrastructure.  The panel came up with 24 proposals, 
including:

• Reducing the number of driver’s licensing centers from 71 to 60.
• Increasing the annual vehicle and drivers’ license fees to inflation (three percent per year).
• Dedicating two percent of existing sales tax revenue to transit.
• Uncapping the oil franchise tax paid by oil companies.

It is estimated the proposals will cost the average driver $36 more in year one and $132 in additional costs in 
year five of the funding plan.  But I believe it is a small price for all of us to pay because the consequences of 
not taking action will impact our economy, environment, and quality of life.  New projects to relieve congestion 
will not be started and maintenance will fall further and further behind.  Safety will also become an issue 
because service cutbacks will be unavoidable.  Pennsylvania cannot afford to let this happen.

My Bill to End Private Transfer Fees is Now the Law
In June, Gov. Corbett signed into law legislation I sponsored 

that gives home buyers added protection during the purchase 
process.  Act 8 of 2011 prohibits the charging of private trans-
fer fees in real estate transactions and requires disclosure of 
existing private transfer fees.  

Such fees were relatively new to the real estate industry and 
served only to provide additional income to a third party.  They 
could sometimes discourage a buyer from purchasing a home 
due to the extra cost.  These fees were written into purchase 
contracts and were levied based on a percentage of the final 
sale price each time a property changed hands.  A typical pri-
vate transfer fee was 1 percent and remained in place for 99 
years.  

The new law has additional consumer-friendly provisions.  
For example, if disclosure is not made and the buyer discov-
ers the private transfer fee after title to the property has been 
transferred, the buyer has the right to recover damages, such 
as the amount of the private transfer fee and legal expenses.

A private transfer fee was unfair to the home buyer and 
home seller and further hurt the real estate industry, which is 
trying to make a recovery.  As a long-time real estate broker, I know firsthand that most home buyers were 
unaware this fee even existed.

I was proud to sponsor this legislation, which received near unanimous support in the House and made 
Pennsylvania the 28th state to ban private transfer fees.

Gov. Tom Corbett and Rep. Sue Helm following the 
signing of her bill to eliminate real estate transfer fees.

New Law Cracks Down on Drunken Boaters
Under a new law enacted this summer, Act 33 of 

2011 increases the legal penalty for killing someone 
while operating a watercraft while under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs.

Previously, the penalties for vehicular homicide while 
driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol were 
stricter than those for homicide while operating a 
watercraft under the influence. The latter crime sets a 
mandatory minimum of three years, compared to ten 
years for homicide while driving under the influence.

The new law changes the penalty for homicide by 
watercraft while under the influence from a third-
degree felony to a second-degree felony, bringing it 

in line with the penalty for vehicular homicide while 
driving under the influence.

In addition, because the grading of the offense 
would increase under the legislation, the maximum 
penalty would increase from a minimum of $5,000 
to a maximum of $25,000, or imprisonment not to 
exceed 10 years. Also, the new law establishes a 
consecutive three-year term of imprisonment for each 
victim whose death is a result of drunken boating.

No matter whether someone is operating a vehicle 
or a boat while under the influence of drugs and/or 
alcohol, the laws and penalties are now the same.
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Since the beginning of January, the House has 
passed nearly 150 bills of which 89 have been 
signed into law by Gov. Corbett.  Many of these bills 
will translate into necessary reforms and regulations 
that will enhance our freedoms and protect the 
citizens of our Commonwealth. 

The following is a brief 
summary of some of 
these new laws.

•  Welfare Reform 
package includes 
measures that require 
the Department of 
Public Welfare to use an 
electronic cross-reference 
system to provide a 
19-point check on an 
applicant’s eligibility, 
creates a standard fraud 
detection system and 
subjects drug felons 
applying for benefits or 
already receiving them to random drug testing.

•  PennWATCH Reform creates a public online 
database of all state government expenditures to 
promote greater openness and transparency of state 
government to Pennsylvania taxpayers.

•  Unemployment Compensation Reform 
includes measures to improve and offer cost savings 
to the unemployment compensation system such as 
requiring those receiving benefits to actively search 
for work and creating a severance pay offset.

•  Castle Doctrine permits the use of force, 

including deadly force as self-defense against an 
attacker or intruder inside your home or occupied 
vehicle with specific protection offered against civil 
lawsuits. 

•  Fair Share Act restores fairness when 
assessing penalties in liability lawsuits.  Defendants 

would only be held 
responsible for his 
or her proportionate 
share of total 
damages awarded to 
compensate a plaintiff.

•  Controlled 
Substance legislation 
reforms Pennsylvania’s 
Controlled Substance, 
Drug, Device and 
Cosmetic Act to 
include street drugs 
commonly referred to 
as “bath salts” as well 
as synthetic marijuana 
and Salvia Divinorum.

•  Liquor Code Reform permits bar, restaurant 
and hotel owners to extend the length of time 
per day for “happy hour” sales from two to four 
hours and allows hotels and catering companies 
to purchase an additional license that allows 
the establishment to sell meals and alcohol for 
consumption at off-site, otherwise unlicensed 
premises. 

•  Building Code Relief removes the 
requirement that automatic sprinkler systems be 
included in new home construction. 

Legislative Wrap-Up

Gov. Tom Corbett was joined by Rep. Sue Helm and Lt. Gov. Jim 
Cawley following the signing of the Fair Share Act.

Rep. Sue Helm joined a young 
angler along the stream for 
her Trout Rodeo in Dauphin.

Rep. Sue Helm met with a 
constituent during her Ice 
Cream and Issues event in 
Susquehanna Township.

Rep. Sue Helm joined Gov. 
Tom Corbett for a tour of 
the Ned Smith Nature and 
Art Center in Millersburg.

Rep. Sue Helm joined other 
dignitaries at the groundbreaking 

ceremony for an expansion 
project at the Central 

Pennsylvania Food Bank in 
Susquehanna Township. 

District Photos


